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The rules and procedures in force where people are at work
may require the person responsible for this equipment to

carry out a specific risk assessment.

Using the Nibblers

H

Nibblers

It is important to read all of this leaflet
BEFORE using the Nibblers

1. Plan your work and think ahead to make sure you will
always be working safely.

2. Electricity is dangerous and must always be used with
great care.

3. This nibbler is designed for freehand cutting of sheets or
metal or hard plastic.

4. The action of this nibbler can cause injury or damage if the machine is not used in a
careful and controlled way.

5. If you have not used a nibbler before, familiarise yourself with the machine on
some straightforward work before you start on the main task.

6. You must have at least the following items of personal protective equipment:
goggles: EN166 or BS2092; ear muffs or plugs giving protection for levels up to
89 dB(A); gloves; rcd if using a 230 volt (mains) supply.

7. This machine must not be used by minors, or by anyone under the influence of
drugs or alcohol.

8. This nibble is designed for operation by an able bodied adult. Anyone with either
temporary or permanent disability must seek expert advice before using it.

1. Wear your protective equipment including ear defenders, goggles and gloves.

2. Before switching on, check that the punch and die are fitted correctly. Be sure to
remove any spanners or tools used for adjustment.

3. Make sure the nibbler is running at full speed before starting to cut.

4. When working, always use two hands to grip and guide the nibbler.

5. Use cutting oil when nibbling metal to lubricate and cool the punch and die.

6. Do not block the air bents on the nibbler with your hands. You will cause the
machine to overheat.

7. Watch out for signs that vibration may be affecting your hands. If your fingers start
to tingle or feel numb, take a short break from using the machine. Exercise your
fingers to encourage blood circulation.

8. To help prevent vibration affecting your hands, operate the machine for shorter
periods. Keep your hands warm – wearing gloves may help do this.

9. Keep the cable clear of the nibbler and any sharp edges on your work.

10. If you think the cable may be cut or damage in any way, switch off and unplug at
the mains before inspecting it. If the cable attached to the nibbler is damaged,
stop using the machine. Contact the hire company. If an extension cable has
been damaged, do not use it again.

11. Take care not to accidentally pull the plug from the socket.

12. Switch off and remove the plug from the socket before leaving the nibbler
unattended.

13. If your equipment does not work properly do not attempt to repair it. Contac the
hire company.

Please store this leaflet safely. It may be required for further information
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WORKAREA
1.Donotusethisnibblerwherethereis

adangerofexplosion.Itwillignite
fumesfrompetrol,orgascylinders.

2.Makesurethattheareaisclearand
safeandthatno-oneisneartoyou
orcoulddistractyou.

3.Protectotherpeoplefromthenoise
anddanger.Warnotherstokeep
away.

4.Donotusethisnibblerintherainor
whereitmightgetwet.

OPERATORS
1.Thefollowingitemsofpersonal

protectiveequipment(ppe)arethe
minimumthatshouldbeworn
wheneveryouusethismachine.
Particularjobsorenvironmentmay
requireahigherlevelofprotection.

2.Youmustweargoggles(EN166or
BS2092)whenyouareworkingwith
thismachine.

3.Thisequipmentislikelytocause
noiselevelsupto89dB(A)–wear
appropriateearmuffsorplugsgiving
hearingprotectionforthislevelasa
minimum.

4.Youshouldwearglovesfor
protectionfromsharpmetaledges
andfromvibrationfromthenibbler.

5.Anybodywhoisworkingneartoyou
willalsoneedtowearappropriate
personalprotectiveequipment.

NIBBLER
1.Wetcementmixisasubstancethat

cancausecontactdermatitis.
2.Contactdermatitisisarashthatmay

occurwhentheskinreactstocertain

substances.Therashcanvarybutit
isusuallyitchyandcausesflaky
skin.Therashoccursonlywherethe
substancewasincontactwiththe
skin.

3.Washcementmixesoffyourskin
immediately.Thoroughlyrinseout
youreyesandseekmedicaladviceif
yougetanytypeofcementmixin
them.

4.Milddermatitiswillhealproviding
thereisnotfurthercontact.Ifthe
rashpersists,seekmedicaladvice.

PUNCHANDDIE
1.Switchthenibbleroff,andunplugit

beforemakinganyadjustments.
2.Thenibblerusesapunchanddieto

cutmaterials.Makesurethatthey
arenotbadlywornandthattheyare
notadjustedcorrectly.

3.Usingacuttingoilwhencutting
metalwillprolongthelifeofthe
punchanddie.Itwillalsomakethe
jobeasier.

4.Onlyusethecorrectpunchesand
diesasrecommendedbythehire
companyforthematerialyouare
goingtocut.

5.Removeanyspannersortoolsused
foradjustmentbeforeswitchingon.

ELECTRICALSAFETY
Yourmachinewillonlyoperateonone
voltage:itwillbe110vor230v.110v
machineswillhaveayellowindustrial
plugfitted.230vmachineswillhave
eitheranormalsquarepinplugfitted,or
ablueindustrialplug.Readthe
instructionsbelowforyourmachine.
110VOLTMACHINES(YELLOWPLUG)
1.Ifyouareusingaportable

transformer,plugthe
transformerdirectlyinto
the230voltsocket.Do
notuseany230vextensioncables.

2.Ifyouneedtouseanextension
cable,followanyspecialinstructions
givenbythehirecompany.Ifthe
hirecompanyhavenotgivenany
specialinstructions,youshouldonly
useasuitablyratedheavyduty110v
extensioncable,notlongerthan50
metres(160feet).Youmustonlyuse
anextensioncablebetweenthe
transformerandthemachine.

3.Laytheextensioncableoutcarefully
avoidingliquids,sharpedges,
doorwaysorwindowswhereitmight
betrapped,andplaceswhere
vehiclesmightrunoverit.Unrollit
fullyoritwilloverheatandcould
catchfire.

4.Makesurethatanyextensioncable
connectionsaredryandsafe.

230VOLTMACHINES
(SQUAREPINORBLUEPLUG)

1.Usearesidual
currentdevice(rcd)
pluggeddirectlyinto
the230voltsocket.
Plugyourmachine
intothercd.Thiswillhelptoprotect
youagainstelectricshockifthecable
ormachinegetdamaged.

2.Usethe“TEST”buttontocheckthat
thercdisworkingeachtimeyouuse
it.Resetthercdaccordingtothe
instructionssuppliedwithit.

3.Ifyouneedan
extensioncable,
followanyspecial
instructionsgivenby
thehirecompany.If
thehirecompany
havenotgivenanyspecial
instructions,youshouldonlyusea
suitablyratedheavydutyone,not
longerthan50metres(160feet).
Plugitdirectlyintothercd.

4.Layitoutcarefullyavoidingliquids,
sharpedges,doorwaysorwindows
whereitmightbetrapped,and
placeswherevehiclesmightrun
overit.Unrollitfullyoritwill
overheatandcouldcatchfire.

5.Makesurethatanyextensioncable
connectionsaredryandsafe.
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